                                                                                                                                   October 22, 2010

Dear Representative or Senator:


I am writing to ask for your support for the Florida Center for Nursing. As you may be aware, prior to fiscal year 2010-2011, the Center was funded as a contracted service through the Florida Department of Health. Due to Florida’s economic crisis, this funding stream was eliminated for the 2010-2011 fiscal year. In order to insure the Center’s continued existence, we are asking you to support a bill in 2011 that will change how the Center is funded.


The proposed legislation would add a $5.00 self assessment to each nursing license renewal or issuance. This $5.00 would then be transferred directly to the Center to support its work.


As we all know, the Center provides essential information regarding the nursing workforce shortage. The information provided by the Center is used by hospitals, nurses, educators, and others in their attempts to educate legislators, apply for grants, and to find solutions to the nursing workforce crisis we presently face.


I work as a registered nurse at_____________________. The data from the Center has been helpful to my profession because it supports our efforts to insure there is an adequate nursing workforce. I have personally seen the effects of having too few nurses and it is critical to maintain the Center’s work. 


I urge you to support a bill that will impose a $5.00 assessment on each nurse, at the time of the biennial license renewal, in order to support the Center. The potential sponsors and other legislators want to know from us that this is a solution supported by the entire nursing community. I am a member of the nursing community and I am willing to support the $5.00 assessment.










