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Talking Points

Sustainable Funding for the Florida Center for Nursing

Florida Legislature established the Florida Center for Nursing in 2001 in response to the critical nursing shortage. Its stated purpose is to address issues of supply and demand for nursing, including issues of recruitment, retention, and utilization of nurse workforce resources. 
The Florida Center for Nursing is nationally recognized as the definitive source for information, trends, research and forecasting about nurses and the dynamic nursing needs in Florida. The Center’s data is used by legislators, various executive agencies, nurses, hospitals and other employers of nurses, nursing educational programs, and workforce shortage experts.

Unfortunately, one of the tough decisions legislators made in 2010 was to eliminate funding of the Florida Center for Nursing from the general revenue. The Center has been funded at $450,000 per year and the state gets a tremendous value for its dollar.

State support and funding does more than just provide financial support for the Center, but gives the Center access and authority to obtain key data on nurse education, supply, and demand. State funding also ensures that the Center is viewed as credible and able to accurately report on the nursing shortage without the appearance of bias or conflict of interest.

Other sources of funds for the Center’s work include voluntary contributions from nurses as they renew their licenses, contributions made directly to the Center, and external grants. However, funding received from private philanthropy or through public grant programs must be expended in compliance with the mission of the funder or the prescribed purposes of the grant.
An approach implemented in 16 other states is the designation of a portion of the nurse license renewal fee to fund nurse workforce centers. Florida nurses support the work of the Center and would support $5 of each license renewal fee be designated to fund operations. With this funding the Center could operate at full capacity including implementation of the programs currently on hold.
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